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Preface. 

The Syriac -texts printed in the following pages 

are edited from two modern manuscripts in my own 

possession which were copied at my expense by the 

deacon ‘Isa bar-Isha‘ya at Al-Késh some few years 

ago. The original manuscripts were in the possession 

of a native gentleman of great age, who kindly per- 

mitted them to be copied, but who would not for a 

moment entertain the idea of selling them; during his 

lifetime he took the greatest care of his manuscripts, 

but at his death they were scattered, and for all 

practical purposes they are lost. I never saw the 

manuscripts from which the copies that were made 

for me were taken, but both were, I was credibly in- 

formed, made in the XIIth or XIIIth century of our 

era. The earlier manuscript, which contained the Life 

of Rabban Bar-Tdta, was in a good state of preser- 

vation, as may be seen from the excellence of the 
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text, and was regarded by its owner as a most pre- 

cious possession ; the later manuscript, which contained 

the Life of Rabban Hérmizd, was not so well pre- 

served, and contained a number of leaves written in 

a comparatively modern hand. I have printed the text 

of both works as faithfully as possible, having arrang- 

ed certain passages in what I believe to be their 

correct order, for it seemed that some leaves in the 

original manuscripts had been bound up in wrong 

places. 

Whe? texts,. -onesiny prose and “the ‘other aineametres 

here given are published for the first time and are of 

importance, for they describe the lives of two founders 

of great monasteries which became centres for the 

teaching of doctrine and asceticism at a critical period 

in the history of the Nestorian Church. The more in- 

teresting of the two is, perhaps, the Life of Rabban 

Hormizd, who may be regarded as the type of the 

fanatical Persian Nestorian of limited intellectual attain- 

ments, but endowed to the full with all the religious 

enthusiasm and mysticism which are characteristic of 

a deeply spiritual nature that has been developed by 

excessive fasting and prayer, and by the abstinence, 

and self-denial, and nakedness, and voluntary poverty 

which belonged to the stern rigour of a solitary life 
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lived among the savage fastnesses of the inhospitable 

mountains to the north-east of Nineveh. The facts 

given as historical must, of course, in all such docu- 

ments be received with care, not because the original 

writer of the work wished to distort them, but be- 

cause the copyists have often been wholly ignorant 

of the true chronology of events, and because their 

sole object has generally been to magnify, regardless 

of all probability or possibility, the actions of the 

object of their encomiums. In like manner too much 

importance must not be assigned to the opinions attri- 

buted to Nestorian saints or the subject of their theo- 

logical opponents, especially when they were Christians 

who held doctrines unlike those of the Nestorians; to 

this day many Nestorians and Jacobites revile and hate 

each other with as great thoroughness and earnestness 

as they did in the days of Rabban Bar- Idta or Rabban 

Hormizd. A few extracts from the prose Life of Rabban 

H6rmizd will be found in my Book of Governors, vol. I, 

pp. CLVII—CLXVI, London 1893, and the complete 

text of the metrical version of his Life by Sergius of 

Adhérbaijan was published by me in the Parts 2 and 

3 of Semuztistische Studien, Berlin 1894. The metrical 

version is of considerable interest from a philological 

point of view, but as it seems to have been com- 
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posed more for the purpose of displaying the writer’s 

skill in the manipulation of Syriac words, and the 

fertility of his imagination in the invention of verbal 

forms, than for making known the chief events of 

Rabban Hoérmizd’s life, it is of less value historically 

than the prose version. I have, however, prepared a 

tolerably literal translation of it, and this will, it is 

hoped, appear in the second volume of the present 

work. 

EK. A. WALTIS BU ieiaa 

LONDON. 

March 29th, tgor. 
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Damo Lt Searcy wad oto pledy TAT chasm 

Mohar mhaishams oli KAA dea Sea er It 

As aaleo hoted thom mmn ;maducdys <ta\_ x0 

CHA LISI «I wld chmmrzm c<haslnx sas 
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™ In the MS, this phrase is written twice. 



comimh ;matsara <imle& ,malmasa “Suan 106 

iw wal erly Madr duc St soa yt <nza, 
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i 
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